
Great Horned Owls 
of Forest Park: by Mark H.X. Glenshaw



First Sighting: The Dead Tree, the Wetlands east 
of Deer Lake, Late August-early September 
2005



Second Sighting: South shore of  Deer Lake, 

Early September 2005



Great Horned Owls
� Inconsistent Sightings
� Can I get a witness?
� The importance of collaboration

� Leads to more consistent sightings
� One witness
� Leads to the fateful day



Great Horned Owls
� December 29, 2005

� A late Christmas present

� This could be it!
� What a place!
� A name for the owl



Charles in his hollow,

March 24, 2006



Charles in his hollow,

April 2, 2006



Charles dozes in his hollow

April 2, 2006



Charles yawns in his hollow,

April 2, 2006



Charles in The Four Trees, 
January 25, 2006



The Four Trees from the east



Sarah’s hollow and 
nest site, 2006



Charles (left) and the female (right) duet 
in The Four Trees, April 2, 2006



Charles (left) and Sarah (right).



Charles’ Tree as seen from 
Government Drive, April 2006



Charles’ Tree, April 2006



Charles’ Tree, April 2006



Owlet in the female’s hollow,

April 2006



Owlet in The Wooded Area

April 21, 2006



Fuzzy owlet in The Wooded Area,

April 24, 2006



Wendy with Charles’ Tree,

July 8, 2006



The “guts” of Charles’ tree,

July 8, 2006



Charles and Sarah in one of 
their two perches for the 
fall/winter of 2006-2007



Sarah on The Pinnacle in the 

Southeastern Conifers.



Known Range of Charles and Sarah    



Nest site, 2007



The owlet in the nest,

March 23, 2007



Owlet in The Wooded Area,

April 12, 2007



The owlet gets mobbed,

June 25, 2007



Sarah in The Bushy Tree,

July 16, 2007



Sarah and the owlet in The Mixed Glade,

July 16, 2007



Sarah in The Middle Conifers,

August 9, 2007



Sarah near The World’s Fair Pavilion,

September 20, 2007



Close Encounters of the Charles Kind,

October, 28, 2007



Sarah in The Southeast Conifers after 
their Thanksgiving travels,

November 25, 2007



Love is in the air, literally. Sarah 
moments after mating.

6 matings observed from December 14, 
2007-January 4, 2008



A nest becomes a perch site. Charles in 
the 2006 nest,

December 28, 2007



Sarah checks out Charles’ occasional 
perch site,

December 29, 2007



A perch site becomes a nest.  Sarah on 
the nest 

January 20, 2008



A lucky rabbit’s foot (with leg 
attached).

January 20, 2008



A barely visible owlet,

February 15, 2008



A more visible and much more grown 
owlet,

February 25, 2008



The little faces of all three owlets, 

March 8, 2008



Three’s a crowd,

March 9, 2008



Dinner is served-Sarah visits the nest,

March 10, 2008



One small step for an owl-Bart outside 
of the nest,

March 20, 2008



A big step for an owlet-Lisa out of the 
nest tree.

March 20, 2008



Bart and Maggie in The Wooded Area,

March 23, 2008



Bart, Lisa and Maggie in The Wooded 
Area,

March 24, 2008



Curious youngsters by day,

March 25, 2008



Curious youngsters by night,

April 1, 2008



Sarah feeds an owlet in The Great 
Northern,

March 30, 2008



First full skull pellet found (a Wood 
Duck),

April 14, 2008



Sarah keeps an eye on her 
rambunctious youngsters in The Muny. 

April 21, 2008



An owlet in a conifer by The Muny,

April 22, 2008



An owlet in The Training Ground of 
The Wooded Area,

April 28, 2008



Charles in The Wooded Area,

May 6, 2008



The 2007 nest tree comes to an end,

May 18, 2008



Sarah in The Wooded Area,

May 18, 2008



Bart, Lisa and Maggie in The 
Southeastern Conifers, 

May 25, 2008



A rapidly maturing owlet near The 
Muny,

May 26, 2008



Great Owls of Forest Park
� Owl Prowl Tips

� Timing is key
� A half hour to 45 minutes before sunset

� Dress accordingly
� When the sun goes down so does the temperature

� Keep sound to a minimum
� Viewing devices are a must
� If at first you don’t succeed…
� Collaborate, collaborate, collaborate
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